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4. = INTRODULICTION

Rural commumitics, wheore the popalation is dependont on agricultare
wrd animmal hasbandry, have doeveloped in close relationshap with the
loxcal envivonment. Soch inreractson may be expressod mm local arsd
traciitional knowledge,. belictfs, land-wse pracuices, and ocher formms of
imtangible hermtage, baut al»o tangbly in the landscape as smprints an
coomystems Local knowilaodge 1s & vital part of culture, sctively usod
im the adapmive muanagorment of natural resources, and aizthough some
parts may have lost their uscfulness, they may boe romoembered in the
CHEEEIRLLINIAT Y

In this chapeter we explore the impostance of such tradiciomal
coological knowledge (TEK) (Barkes e al. 20000 in rural agricalrasal
ooz unities. COur focaes s placed om the emorgency, transforsTiat soes
and disappesrance of this knowlaedge in selasion 10 ccobogical assd
socso-cultural conditsorss. Examples of curreme and pas: TEK froem
Flosrranta sod Swodon arv aned 2o tlluaserare: (1 how today s Rostusrssan
TEK can gpwowvide nssghe for hissosical coology i oabwer contexess,
soch as Swodcen; (2] the amplications of change and loss of TEK; and
A current re-cvaluation of TEK, by farmors and by socicty as a wholc

The pesocscntcd roesmlios arc bascd on the Imtogration of othrso-
logical, anthropologscal, cocological, and hassorical ficildwork amnd
cxpericnces from Sweoeden and Romania (mainily the mountesin-

owes Maramurey County !l Chapeues tn thus volume explores links

boerween rural communities and thoir covironmment wsing the com-
cept of baoculrmaral diversity, while the pracuical and cthecal aspocts
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