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1. The perception of Romanian workers in Germany,
between normality and discrimination

Thnﬂndlﬁhmtmimpﬂdmlqmﬂhﬂniﬂllpﬁﬁ:m}:

| What sce the main challenges, dscominanony and vulpembilisies faced br wrasonal
workess i Crezmany?

2 Hewr have the Romamsin authedities managed the Coviel-19 caasis sinastion of lals
iscrrement o Crecommny

Staczing fooar e jswns of divominstion of Romanias workers i G=pmany, we can a7
that, s & mule, the dnepe of Hommnios abroad is lagpelr determined by the callective
perceptions fovmed by the miedia and the fogeign polito] eoviesument At the
Evropess level, the Comid-19 pendensr outheeak and govensment measuyes have
against prumigmit proaps fiom Esvtem Ensope. The wgent geed for lnhowr finm the
easiern pait of the westrn conntries and the pasalle] coticism of Eastren European
snmignat, iockhding Romanians, has penessted o donble standand and » sedes of
costradictorr statements. Howerer, public opunion it sensitive sad abwars sftensive to
what the Jocal press fasues, and the press groesally prefers scandalow and based pew,
tnis dipecty serving clectom] interest ALl thess swpechy “distinguinh betoesn the
poserrtisl effects of bstecthnic pelations, lanpuape knowledze and the perreption of
discormnation at composents of megrtion” (Crheglina, =cal., J0XE 315), Aocepting
the fact that the would of perceptions shapes prychosocial peality, two importast levels
appesr oo this topec o) the extemal level determinied by what & said aboar Romassian
wokess in Westm connties, especialiy in Geomany; b the intenaal fevel dereamined
by the way the Romanisn suthoptiss manage the pasdemic dusng the lock-down
petind with emphasis oo the free morement of citzens i the Exuopean space.

Duiscnmsmation sgazest Romaumes abroad o s complex subyect; wluch mocobees not oudy
observations of & pheoonenon in the making, biat alvo the cavses, the veasons why, i
wame cases, the politeal covsomment, helped by some of the medi, tmes 1o deologer
a reality m the pusest electonl semse. Germuy's econsonse iweed for Foregn labotz i
doubled by those discomunatory electonl messages, perfectly desculung te dupbcmou
spiit of soine politeinns wsd medss people who feed in. artifical aod tossc socul
envuonment , Discommmated mmgrants mught be pasticilady senutve o wwch chinges
wi pribhe debate and may fear fubize imphert distrmmnaton i A consequence of it”
(Promel, 2021: 29). Ths oy then, o effect, make them feel ke a part of Geomany aod
more of thelr home country, Such 0 mechanism B e coufitmed m the scentifs
bireyamipe w o seme opeson whoeh states that discormnatecn agaost ugrant grougs
(Gould and Klor, 2015 Elaved aod de Gap, 20017 can e detnimental effect on
then mategratenn. o e st ten o, usowe and moce Crepmnin offeialy and poocaakss
bave comspluned sbour Romanan unsrsgeants foo selfishly and inefficsenty waing then
welfnee system. Hese ae some of the wooring statemedrs: "They have 1o leave this
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cowmtry, just lewve!” ("Ef oo weg mss dieserny Land, ebdfach wegl™ Ley, 200145
"Reosanmers sud Bulgacaos se roding our comntaes to abuse the welfnne sratemns,
stealmig oui poby, probably ooz cars and wallets”, sars Eoit Peter Fiacher, o German
ponienalng from Theet (Bt Petter F. Diedmp-onbine and the same stateiment of the
quoted aiticle p» also mentiooed i the oolme oevspeper Eumbserver). They even
ke polincally expressed theests agaimat Romansans, witheut acy sewentific baus: "He
who cheats, flies". Andreas Schever, then geoeral secretary of the CSU" (Aniebeds
Schever, gpeneral secyetary of the C5L7 purty], and we find e same string of statements
iui the last yeacs of the Cowid-19 pandene

In Greumiay, the expresuon “welisie tondun®, sefeiig 1o Rogmiians and Bolgsdans
apperied amone Favaren coptepratives, Pavab v o battleground {og segiooal and
iedegul elections, apd Rommases imumsgstion hay Becoms s canpaign ivwoe for Geomis
conservatves in the C5U [Chnsdeche Somiale Umina). A sizeabls section of Bavagun
politicians is sdvecating agunst Rednans's cutry e the Schengen ace Ar seni
official Jevel, the Bavaian comervative iotesor ndnivier, Hans-Peter Froedoch, L
publicly advocaed & tavel bag oo Romanias, wannng the foqced tepamistion of those
Romanzaos whe have "abosed”™ tie Geoman welfice swsnem. " Those who coms o woxk
ae welooms, Ing we pmast pot sccept dat people conse lete oaly fog the wxliye
benciin”, is-the srpument mentionsd by Hage-Peree Fucdch, Tndiectiy, he el wm
pasticuls; 1o Romapians Roms, who s cugted o about 200 cooos pee child pet
mropth, as ey wmally have moce than 3 children per family (Thomss Ochisoer wd
Jevier Cacezes, Seddeutiche Leimng |

T the lseared contexr of these stmemesis, the mmage of Romasdaas w0 Ceomany las
suffered and w3l continne o sl And ver, win has das Geqiriey of anfaronable
statemeal agaoyt Romanan conmnied i peeent vears, often bioseht o de suifsce
especially dusing eleesion pedods and mot anly, Whar js the reabine peripective and how
werl-feided aze they beyond the pohizcal wnd clectonad chameresr Thess sie haidly sy
Resmangais sosdies on the sealitr of Romanies o Germaigy, sod thede suders da aet
entred the aspects pelaved 1o thein pereeptoon teee s mmdgranes god the gqualioe of Lie
it tepirin of evpaal dights wad equal hestnent Tn oode: bo spwey these gquestions in full,
wi gpedd po haowe the srathnes on the presence of Romanians o Geemaay, o (sl our
whethes e gght spe eeapeeted anel, ubtimately, wlat i e qualiny of Life of e
who ade wn vacisos unenony of weeial gik, The anvwes 100 tiew questions peduss
comples iesench sl eannot be eludfied jn thin snady, which |s enied 1o 8 dagnoss,
belopging to a tpe of explosutory sescanch. The clidce 1o focus on certan isdicaroe
and sub-indicitoey mazls the oeed o capnus o socis] plicsamenon concramng the
qualiy of Efe for Romsnisas heng in Geomany,

Ly groeml statistion, thers were oyore than 300,000 Rogmniany in Geonagy in 2020
Howerey, there are anofficial sonsces that speak of the pressnce of more than | millioo
card (Destatisde 2021} The exace pumber of Komaniam not segrssesed in the Germens
mnmﬁdﬂrmmmw&uuilw@iﬁﬁmm&m



M| Chadmper and raial inlssvaklPoes for Pimasian Mdrond’ sk in Ceermam dwing

than 200,000 55 based oo multiple sociolopesl sarvers that lave sheren (Foom 2014 —
2015, especaally in bacge cihes, a sugruficant peesence anocated sath medeclaed wodk,
mﬁnfhnﬂiﬂ:h‘mnmfﬁcﬁqmmﬁzﬂlofrﬁﬁtpﬂmmmhrmﬂﬂ
babionir puackeet 1n Glmd!' an wodkeny fromm south-eastem Elu:pl e u'hﬁt'rh"h"d]
witegrated, bt they are tee lowest puad, denall woding in positioms et ae
disadvantaged m relateon to their level of quakification. In csder to get to the edges of
this relutraty, hivvever, it |8 necessary b0 uisitlate o comples social repoit, alwe sticting
from this explogatoey smudy. Such o comprebeiniee report can be doawn wp indivichaally
over several years o in o sigle year by a team of specialists, provided that there 1s close
coopemticn with the selevant German autlorstes,

2. Romanian immigration to Germany: data, contexts
and statstcal comparisons

Ium&ﬂ,wiﬁﬁtmth:liﬂfﬂttmﬂ-IQMIudﬂxmﬂlnﬂEm
mmposed by the medical onss, the aumber of Romanians in Geomany 1egistered with
legnl documents has seen o slight but oot sgnifeant decresse. While in the Gest half of
Hrrrmunutmlpcchdhnwﬁ&qm:lﬂﬂuﬁmwmﬂdm,hﬁmztmﬂhﬂ
af the tyear, thisgs began to change and the media began o wealize the length of a
pralonged cosis Romanin respoaded fo these challenges on the bmin of the dominog
ﬂﬂﬁmrh&gmnmhﬁmlr&ﬁmmmﬁudhﬁﬂnhwm
of people working sbroad Howevesr, the povenument acted quickdy by issning
emeigeney decpses in the hope that the simation could be brouglt uoder control The
oght to wodk in 8 different ELY state cannoe be restricted oo condittoned on quotn oo
ﬂmﬂ:ﬁmﬁ:&lﬂ;mﬂﬁkmﬁthﬂﬂiﬂ:quﬂmmﬁﬂ:mm
waiken undes EUY bar {Autecle 45 TFELT) (Alantu, 2030, On the beas expected effecty,
the process of bornde: closues alwo known as “lockdovrn™ has forced muny seasapl
warken fom BEoonni to tefien to then countty of odgin, i shown in the following
P:.m;rdahuh:hdﬁnmﬂuﬂmﬂlﬂhﬁgﬂhmuﬂlmnir:hﬂuﬂhﬂcﬁt
Lodicatoe. While o 200 there e 748 2% Romanian sewogal] wodker registened on
Genmnan termtocy, by 330 there bs o alight decrease, wuth o fignue of T08 339,

The difference bervoen 2019 and 2020 0 smply exploned by lockdown effecn
umipoted vot ooy by dee Roomuman state, bot alse by other Evregean eovnties, The
sumee can be venbied m Spam m 2019 whese we God, acconding 1o Stinsta dam, 671 P85
Rosnanan csmugzanty, aod o 2000 this saasbes skghly' decaesses, veaching 665 0046

Agcordng to Exnvostat data (2000 Rosnantas and Croatians ae among the highest
asirnbes of people leaving their country of ougin o wok o other European countoes
In 2030, Romanian ctizers of woding age (20-64] loving abroad within the EU
accoumted for abous ane Sfth (15.0%) of the reudent populatvon o Koo, makos
them the laigest nagonal groap anong mobide citizens io = EL
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Figure I: Top 10 ELV conntries with the bighest sonber
of Rouwnanian citizens in 3230
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O the eveise doecteom of tarvel, "Bowmania lms become i increasngly  sftracte
devinanon foc many Romasmem. from the Balkans and nesghbonsing nourEL coupmes,
whach has conmbuomed 1o the deckoe of Homanan minoofy greaps 0 these mzas and
mophcidy o the erchifion of Romaiman cominimbes through e empgranon of these
categooey of Bommomos fo EUY Member Soates. Ernigmation, ewpcoally o Westem
Exsropedn countries, will temmin o strong socis] phenomenon ad Roosuoi il be o souce
of supoeyt fo thia tpe of pepeaton, wish o pamcadsy appeal for oeman pesoueces with a
bigh level of echacaton” (Fupelr, 2021 621 In the follommiag Bare we obseore, o the wiane
ahjmmdirah:mhﬂhmhdatﬂmﬂpﬂzﬂﬂmmnmmﬂrm
mameroas and mohile vodees on the Buropean ssiitet in the pesnd 200 00 XK

Figure 2: EU civizess of working age baving their wsel residence in another EUT
country by mationality swd age fu 2010-2020
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Apart frosn the Bomaniang oho mank v, a8 ¢3n be abserved disecty fiom Fpuee 2
there are theee other mapsr mational groag, eepresentng betreen [0 5% and 17.6%0 of
the ressdent popalaton of their countnes of cibzensbup, nemely the Bulsuoans (10.3%),
the Portupaese (1006%) and the Cooats (17.6%%), "The EU Member Sates wath the
kowest propomcn of mobile ciazens (of e pewdenr populston of the ooy of
ctizenshup) were Geunuly and Swedesd (both belowr 10%%). In nube othes hlembes
Seated the shere sran 36 or leds. Oremll, mobale B abress sceovingsd for 3 5. of the
total ELY resident poprlation i 2NN, whach is Y poots muore thas my 2000, Cln the
cthier haged, il we laak st the abnalue .|g1-|f1 LI ..'-""‘ , the |-'l|.|._'.-ﬂ-r GELIREN i fegtiil af
malnle ELT einpeos agsd 20-64 weie fvom Rowmania (2 300 100 people), Taly (1 027 8K
people), Polasd (1 005 300 people) o Poctogal (679 600 people)” (Data extiacted in
Mgt . I u.p-d.lm:-d trom Enrostat. I:mul.u'.td to the Inbomy foece of the conntry
with & guf,m].:l:i-:n.l. of dlmost M milion, Bomssia by aoooesd 5 mellion rr_"t[.ll.-l:q.'ﬂt.
agkike the Carch Republie ehich has 10 milbon inhalstaity aped 3 mlbon cnglovens
S0, Ronsania sas 3 milbon people working m the couatzy sl abous 2.3 aullion: cueside,
wo ot Il Tn other wordy, we can war that more than s thisd of the comrtre's
wockfonre it wodeing outude the countrr,

Figure 3: fufograplic on the plenamenon of Romanian
mrigratton efteern 2500 aad 2009

Searr: Yoxsl Arler Rewmaeia 14 yoser aiter jeiniey rhi Exrofaee Dope (2027, Tofipretbis wtant g
grveieted by She Jentivo fer Cwadiny of L Fanmmd seit fv rospoer o fle Rossomion. Cepsrmmmnet

Bowmani s known as a conntry of emigmaon, gren the lupe pumber of Roomoiam
brrung asd wreading abwond. T is one of the modr important emigeateon CouRiiss ot
EL" In sddinon o loag-teem muggasim Qows, for whach countties sich av Toly and Spaan
aye |:|.n:-11|:|. to e the p:rrrn:rd. destoations, theoe i3 also sesxsonal, hg]:}:: clErsdatory
migration, mich a3 i agnodme. This kind of megpmton i difficalt o quansfy because
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of the wemposary mare and the maGous chaanels wied by mugantss (Ecricment
agence, personal netvrocka). The pear 2009 s oo upward tend i termm of both
mnmmgration snd emigmtion. o X% e ol mucher of emugrants in Romaga
exceeds the total pamber of inmmmgosts by about X000, The gap betseen the teo
s became smaller in 2012 (by sbour JOO0), regivcring the bigpess difference in
2016-2018 by abosiz TOO00),

Herswver, there e potable geporting detfesences for the Beommmans i Ceecmany,
depending on the dam sompces. For exsmole, while sativiacom seporm 708,339
Romansas fwith Romanisn papens) i Geomay so 2000, the Geoman press pepors
Romaman o hrve Eomanan parents (Deatsche Welle apod Roomman Insider, 2019,
O the 745,000 Rownantszs bing i Genmany ot the eod of 2009, 45000 vere bom w
the county m Romanisn pacente. The averspe spe of Romamans Iviog in Gemmisoy i
A2.2 veads, wnd the larpest ags goonp b betvresn D0 and 43 veris (over 40000 Moge
thagt |51.000 Romanians living in Geonany were undes the age of 20 Romanun
Tnsides, 2019),

The Fedeel Statsica]l Office's dambases poessnted m destaticds (3021 show thar the
propection of people of mignd oogin m Gesmany . 20 was 212 oullion, a
remackable Bsice copresentng sronnd 26% of the countiv's mtive popalaton: In othes
words, move than & guacter of Gernsun’s cumrent population 13 made 1p of people who
wepe 3ot bom on Gepman soll snd who hsd oo hold soother paoonakey. The same
songce wavs that of this umber, made than e million (1015 fulban) ase Romanisn
migrants bor to Romanian pasents.

To danfy the vaams of mgont o Geoman termunclogy, people who Gl mm i
category ame thowe who have @ migrnt background oaly i both or ot kesat ooe of theis
pareats was Bosn with aaether ostooality than Geoman, Thos, the trom migrane
mcluder snr fornign atizen, dtizen who sequaed German citrembip and German
citifen but with forsign pacents doffion & Juang, 201%: 656
Emﬂngﬂmm&:ﬂmmmﬁmw,hhhﬂdﬁm
the muumber of Rogmusians s increaned alinesy fong twimes sipce 2002, namely [iom
alyesis I00 00 o aneds than 750 000, got endaiting these whe have not reponsd s place
nfud.lh:.:f.ﬁnd.hujﬁuﬂu:uﬂim:ﬂrmﬂ:ufﬂrﬂnmﬂnpurﬂr:iﬂ
Crexmany, it is enocagh to loak at 2019, wiso move than "50,06 Remanisns moved to
Crenriiany, srjuewenting the lagest gioup of new nagamits fon the secound consoutive
year” (Bertlicernng io Povsthanhalen 2019 nach MEgmsnooslstiotengmud). Anothes
statistical cunomn extmaced Gom official German sourees shows that out of the almos:
TH000 Romamiany present on Grerman terdmocy, a2 the end of 2010, spprocimacelr
48,000 vrre aen-borns to Bomanian parents.,

L this squanon, surpeabisghe, Geomanr is the second counsry, afier Ty, o troms of the
mamber of Romaniuge, followed by Spam and United Kingrdom, which ok thicd and
Foniath, eéapectively. Attracton to the Geommn hbotr market sadoobtedly has many
adbvaptages, bue alis puior sl which eegoite 8 vew apguoach te Rosuns-Grecms
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econoimec  eelamoin, bot sbove all oew legalabion to protect imespnanty fom the
European anea,

3. Dissemination of the results of the interview of
Romanian seasonal workers working in Germany

Closing the border and reuniting Romanian families for 8 shorm perind of time due
the Covid-19 pandemic hae mot prevented wwoes of depattures br airplane from
Bosnanim, back to seasonal vk m Germany, towacds the end of the fuss half of 2020
{see the scandals refated 1o sooal dvtamcing i Rommrman urpores: Chj, e stc). These
depamuees have Bot and forcmowt mads valneiabis the childeen of the axgmars, whe,
hm:muhlyﬁkrptdﬂdhmhﬁnhﬁmﬂwmm#mﬂbmﬁvnuﬂu
state (Eragan, 2021, "Tkm&-ww&h#ﬁbm} Cleimanim, My
it ion Mmﬁrmllmrﬁmﬁrrﬁxﬂq .gﬁlrmdun 1,500 Bamanions omiooed infe
He garkiap for of Cli TatiraaSens! Airnoe? peatorda. Theiv ove borkes whe bee mae i Coprssay
e pearon gk, Casgoation paaind evnfperssen gty sl sesborsier, e slimatvbed geadarev
.'!lh.p J.;!un.lq!hﬂ" th.rq:L.".i'm.:E_m."luu.ll |mlflﬁ—u:‘il'“lh—l!ﬂ1|!ﬂh:tﬂl—ﬂﬂ.ﬂ
crdomanta-mmalitaca ). I.n.&l.n.-lllni ol the directiray of the u'uulznrrntdi.u.lnu:
br the Komanien povemmment, the majoety of Romanisn wodkers Jeft under dubious
censtraces, @elidiag b Creimany, wleie o agnlfcant propeatican of them hadl i kel
agreemnent. Dhsong e 105 mwd 129 of Al 2020, T eonstueted 12 apen maesvieows with
respondents at Otopeni Henr Coandd arport in Buchewest, who wee leaving fioe
Gegmany to wock seasonal jobs o Frankfugt, Mang, Hambusg and Munich. While
becking fox pespocdents, 12 owt of 15 modomly selected sespondents agreed to
participate to the ntervies, Theoe weie oo etloeal ises duzing this mtervies and the
diicydsann was mftemal

3.1. Application of the interview guide among seasonal workers,
analysis and results

Of the 12 seaponcleaty, i wese woemien asel alx e, sped Bbepatesn 25 sl 45, lecsted
ey the minpedt lowuure, wilwecns whe sgresd o parnespace, without sgy fesenmitiong,
anvsering 4 set of 10 questions. At the time, the |2 people (8 wban and 4 munl] weee
wainng for planes to Gemmanr to vork in seavonal agrcnltoal work. The exception
an o person wle was leaviog to wedk m convtmetion. Theough the interriewr puade
I sevenmt 1o acluev'e duee ahpomves:

L duming the fist objective, 1 sought to fnd out what led Romanlan seanonal srocken
o depart and put themselves ot osk of contacting Corid-19, given that the distnace
betweesy padividoals wps por pevperted sned abe tifie wm vot able o epmne
nussemem safery and brgiene vondad

2 n second obpeetive was 1o find our fom cespoadenty wherher they leave wath a Segal
wurk contmet,

X, i the thisd ebgeetre T eyl 1o sstestain the wibeeny’ plan, s the medingn and
long tenm, with segasd o the hypoteesin of 8 pmseer dssipimeart o Germany
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In the faw objective, the main resson cvoked br the merviewees to jusaly thea
decinon of leaving and workang i Germany 4t aoy oot i poverty dewcobed as sevene
materisl depevation. "Coacern for the preventon and ceduetion of margmalzaton ssd
conceps of wduerable wocial groups exposed o mmlople oaks geoeted by modem
socienes is i boought to ligh™ (Zamiic, 2000: 23). For them Remania i a country of
'hnunpln}'mt,.mdﬂr]ﬂufnmfmﬂrmknppﬂﬂ.ﬂi:!hgﬂhrxfmnhlﬂd
M.hﬁmﬂﬂw,milwnrpmﬁWlm
Eriiap stusdaced”, dwmuhqﬁﬁ&hﬂrgnﬂraﬂﬂﬂmmhtwmﬁnlw.
Dtuﬁi‘relpﬂrd-mn., wipd thar without the oppoituaity 1w wok @ weasonal
activites i Gesmany, ther would be ot ok of werere poveny and social
exchosion Th:tpn-lﬂ:m:rﬂecnﬂ::mnlunnfmldjrmmylndmm
CINEL STED WVEDE poverty that clisrscterizes many eeeas of nual Roomnss, The lase
devade have beought a eeatial themie of social policies: social micliswon as & irspamse o
the oaltiphe ol of exchigen. Tr boa broademing of the pobey wion fom ooming
ﬁmmﬁmﬂgmmm fh:l'.-nfml:urq:-'j to e Fowrs of expchmibon
and. macginakeation through: social inequakic and socal ijusses, violanon of haman
aghts wot oaly in eveésrdey piactioe but alsoin the legal wd pobtical sywten (Lamife,
2070 25-24). Thiss is why the sifuation has also become entienched alio with tepaid o
the followang aspect sorml jusnce, folloning the words of this respoadens whe
exprewey hiv dewpemtion o work abroad: 7T doo't heve snough 1o feed myr daaghier o
home, snd my hoshand can't find work, nothing in Romania can be done. Ther thes
b out of the company’ where be had wodked as a save for theay for 10 veas, withour
any reason. Just becaise they complained that ther had no mooer 1 par e salasies,
bur their bow was miciag 100 pelbon in haad sod my man was bagely given 10 mdlion.
Ok "Dosel” everywhere, tome ke cvegything and dog't wack, othern mke the due
off the doun. The bastazds bave stangled this counery, This can't be bappenng, What
Hndultmydnmlirﬂini"ﬁ.'hurhmlﬁn:i"

The othes espondents alio gave e same srpaments, ponting oot that Romanis’s main
problem & not only the low lmng standacds, wages, lavs and opportunities, bue sbore
all e related o justice theoogh nseeualicy, searciry, thefl and soeial inecquakey. The
disproportion between the salasies paid e diose sl work sl bo bosses/ managers in
the udgetur and private sectoes wre divpropomensts and ace the mosr painful jsnies
mentioned by ol sespondeats. In s ceder of impormnce, the main reason thar led
sevposbents 1o Jeave ds frst of all soaal wnpsstice ssd tico poveay. In the bnt 31 rean
Romnapis has bee depoived of "the ot impoctant public debate convumed o the gap
between the wealthy and the poot, oo mare snply put from excessive acommilation of
weplth veovn sevese povery.” (Fitzek, 2020 |08, Today, aay bvention i thiv tegad
has been compleselr abandened, sl predr vocial froststioas Sowiah nanesd

Begasding the legaliry of the emplovment contract, of the |2 sesponddents, oily oo
subject had a Jepal emplorment contract, the other 11 opted caly oo the bass of muto]
agresineTt m&mhﬂ;wiﬂilkmmﬁmﬁvﬁngqﬁﬁ,hll
vesponsdents rehed exclusrvely oo the verbal sgreement with e job bookers, on tae
iken of & Bettows salary, sod the only apnnent evoled for tst was based o the fact
that the same company offzed thein free tanspo, scommmodation and  eeals,
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together with & wdsy oanging from 1000 o 1300 eimos, Thiee of dhe eloven
wocked with them befose Irat vear and they lept their wound™. When asked, however,
boor they could west & el sgreement withour sy pepermork asd withour oy
h:ﬂd:mmm:uﬂurdwfwml&hiﬁﬂgumh#wdmhmﬁdmm
wﬂlkduq-mpﬁnnﬁmuﬂ:lrwmﬂdmhﬂlmm!‘uhduﬂnlm

Last but not lesst. the topic of moving permanently to Geomany geienated theee
categooes of responses: B oonst of 12 eespondents said they would meove under anr
coasfiions at the fst oppoatimty, theee respandent sand ther wonild make this change
&f they could by thewr fambes and ooe respomdent preteroed to e bn Remmanis and
move sbeoad only for wodk: T condd nor help bus sooce thexr dereomination, sho
characenzed by suong cmotons, o lesre Romenia at aey cost. The acpemeass ther
mentioned ae part of the reality of those who live o ol towes bckang opportinities
l.nﬂrlpnmﬂtﬂ“mnlnimu

Thie selatively wourring conchuions of the interview lighlight wrecad issnes:
L there is obrioeidr 3 phenomenon meparding Romastans who leave fog seasonal work

without snsunng the legabity of the docwmenty; the obligabon of & contact that
tmﬁ:m:peﬂufﬁhﬂlmﬂhhumuﬂnmumlt:uuﬂmudﬂm

21 the mam pfseons foo leaving the countr permanently, not necessadbr onlr o
Gecmany, mmmt:nﬂdemrmn,uﬂhﬂlnmmmmdhchuthuma
beetter futiioe.

3. wbsect Imowingly wichitr some Srmporry estoction mles imposed by the
muthoriter;

4. subpscn, with ope excepuon, would leave dus comnur & any w0 oboun dee
dagnity of a bertex life or at least a quality of Lfe that would enwae them a decent
hltql ¥

A, m the peypondensy’ opemon, the Romanan authogties are 1o blume fior the nse of
nndeciired ook, 21 fong a8 they do not get ioralved and fake no mterest o fhei
fate;

6. duning the peaod of the ban on the mﬂrlmcn.lufpﬂmnlimpuud'bfﬂu Covud-18
medbral cosin, the subjects coaskder thet the Romanien snthenties are not sllowed o
prereat fiee serremeist. O the comtomiy, i1 theie symnon, e anthagites e 15
Wame for the sgplomeintion cieated, the lick of copamzaton sod the lck of
i sadery and brgpene conditioos

The findings bring 1o the nurfuce s pumbes of kong-standing problemns that chamcterise
the Romasian mégration idicator, snd the period of the Covid-19 medical enxis only
highbpheed the stpocrors] viloesabalities present wnce e Bevolution. Moe acd e
Rownanssns ape r]:-nnun;ﬂ::plﬂlnfupﬂnubrcnuuﬂzrﬁd.hnﬂuﬂﬁlbrﬂ'
Bomaniag stake, tnsble 5 repuesent theis nterests. Oune of the stiichia] peoblems,



S FITZEK | 1V

ofien mentioned by the wmbiecis, » the bck of concordance Berveen whar the
and what o applied i socety, The tee levely do oot commusnicate asth esch othes
and the teabity, 23 teflected in the media, is on the opposite ade of the tacks.

3.2, Application of the interviet guide among officials on
meigration to Germany, analysis and results

For the secand sesesich segmaent, we chone tuee onpoctant pottitrem that soe directly
related to misssterial tepresatation, diplomatic welatioons aod the statistical simaation of
Romantsns lning abeoad: the Department of Romanians Abeoad [DLRA, the German
Emsbasey i Buchaeest aod the Ministy of Labow xnd Social Pootection. OF the 15
people oiicially n'okeng st the theee metimtians, only 12 sabpects agreed to ke partin
the mferview, but thih w9y enomgh to form o poing of fss epoesented by the
Rowmaniasy mothovioes and the Gemman Embaswyr in Buchaest Given the  pandemsc
mruanon of the pedod, we could oot obin the agreement of sevegsl sespondents,
some of them gmng the mason dat they were a0t o the coupny and otheos pot

wacking in the office,

The strucmare of the inemnmew consisted of 10 open questions and had dure mam
S,

L 1o express positions, ot abwary official oo the subsect of emplorment contren af
Roomniss wytermediany frems nnﬂ-mhin::ufhbmu:rmﬁmﬁ::ﬁmnp

2, penomal poution expremied, not abwavs offical, on the war of urolrement,
manepemest and control of bbowr migraSion s the coodifions of testnetion of
movement imposed by the Komanian Govenument;

3, the peovonal posimon, aor adwasys offeial, o the solveei asd publie pobey plan o

The peivanal view expresed and not necessanlr official was a adranmge in getting
eanizr set of daect anwwen. As specialisn i diffesent felds of activity, tewpondean
nﬂ'::duﬁﬂum,ﬁuﬂdmsﬁmm#mﬂm;m:tp:ﬁem.]ud&h
revpect, we opted for 2 seo-stracnared interysew with open questions. The pespondents
who participsted m the intecvien sze between 34 aod 62 vears ofd, have highes
eduestion snd lve ln Buchsiest OF the 12 icepopdents, 7 women and 5 men
prazekpansd,

Surmimde Mg the vesponses ceeemed o the fome feseanched foom Hee wtecinew dats
affects the Romanisn tiate muthonites dirongh the ek of cenmalised communication
mrter-ttitatioaial leved In othes woonds, b the years since the Revolution, Rormim las
becn gong through & mnjor cammumcition cous bebveen stite inshfatioas, with
unpostmit data nod being crctilsted mad exphoited centally. Respondesth e of the
optmog et these o aleeady inapoiranr dam o augraton, bat i sops ar he level of ope
bptmnog sod the onby tansperent dam s those jssusd by pescanch invdmitons,
However, scientific databases ace insafficient wathout hnking them to poblic data, and
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thun s @ ypseemic problem. On major valnembdites, ane tevpondent pasnred ont thar
the Minsstry of Laboiir and Social Protection hat encugh data, whach s, at mont, iased
in the ares of soentific revesoch and poblicaton, bat only that. "There v 2 ot of data n
every muisstry, kasttutons and embassles, but there 1 g lack of dam shasing, pobodr
centealiscs if w0 that we can see what othen are doing o0 make owr dats wradlable,
Nobodr b intezested thoogh, We opemze in a sysiem of lostitutions that doa't
:mmhhﬂlﬁcﬂlnthﬂ.mmlﬁfmﬂumdmpuﬁmt'ﬁmﬂrﬂ
1eapoistent nused on the me-evtabBslunens of 3 Alinester of Public Information with
the main puspese of collecting and eeatralising sl dam. “Anreie wha eeds same
officesl dars shoudd go o diis derabase and Gl ioouz, o teen thas maaiser eonsld ala
track and evahrte some complex phenomena, such o migmtion.

Alhpanon i3 pot uat about pumbers, where some lesve and othern come, migration has
deep social conses, mad all these sspects are pant of 8 wedes of dam that we canoot casdy
track withous thorongh ocpamiseton.” In this iegand, 2 epicscatative from the Geoman
Embasyy i Bucharest grve ap example of the case of Gemany, which has sevenl
control invtinitions and commplex mformation, sdapeable to different requirenents aod
phesomens that alio conorin the subect &F augtation, On this aspeet, in Rosnani,
exianng dama me not exploed o ther full valoe becanse ther sugnate o el
:rhmlrﬂut&r.ﬂupmjﬁm%u&b}'lhempnﬂd:nhmﬁﬁiluﬁmhﬂm
svmposium thint the research and scientific data of esearchers stop at the shelres o at
gt b soene aitieles sl jemumals that sie pet seadl saeugh. The Besmanian
goveimnenl is too Grle meemesed o e vakoe of these renals. Lack of haeiese cermaing
a peoedl coandtion H:.ltwaﬁdchlntb:dﬂmnﬂriﬁimiu,uiquﬂu
gorernment does not koo the real problems of the country very well. The solution,
sccarding 1o reipondenty, would be centnlnation thiough tagent demtalisation of the
politicl and adnacistative antmtions] eovireoment sod wgent breitment o
eliminate the over-barcaneratisation of e adomstratre sppacams, "If pubbe
brvesoments sre lannched biie becanse of burrsocmey aod cumbersome procedures,
then i vall be difficil both to perive the econooy and o keep in the comtoy (o)
part of the emigrints who setumed o the coumrtty berause of de panderse” JOCV
Social Repart, 2020:314), Howeves, publie rvestment has been sl 1o eoserge diie o
the political wetahilitr consed by the chanpe of poremment and the despening drde
between the vaocinated and nnraccinsted thiough the collusion of palitical groups and
artceestn. To ths cospect, Romanm hns oot mede up foc lost e

O anorher seseacch. obyecove, sevpondents ae mawe of the many oontoacnsal and
Mmﬂmﬂﬂmnﬂw-hﬂmﬁ“ﬂmm Undeclared

wark, troagh seasonal work, |s o pral epidemac developed by srstemic weaknesses, The
e is thar the peesener of Remuiian compuasues for secnuument poposss o beest
enbeoiimping undeclaied woark for ey veais, enid the measures takien by the Rontania
govenument ard pot effective i geducies of ehrmipating thn phenomeson. A
|=11undmttu;hu:ltﬂ:eﬁlmnErd&nrgheﬁﬂ!lﬂm:hﬂ:mlnmhquf
vulnecsbibies, welidmg m the Geoman legal svstem, m teoms of discounsging
andeclaced  wok., “Tlus  poobably sut eeeryoaie.  Geonany  complams | albout
prmigrants, but econormucally it oeeds them and then fedens] governments doa’t get
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wroived,” . However, compaied o Gesmany, Romanis by oof even botheied -
combnat undoommented migration becatrse theve 15 0o clear legilation in place. Anothes
1espodsdent; an emplovee of the Ministry of Labour end Social Protection, said that thes
sifuation has beep staenating for many years and thae so fax the Padinnent bas oot see
our o build 5 st of by to dwowsge ilkepal pomimment fms, quote V[0
bstermedisgy feensment Hems aos diectly reiponsible Fou the cecalation of wndeslasd
watk in any Europesn market. You as a foreign sutlearity camot regulase the Romanian
Fﬂmﬂmﬁ&mﬂdmmmdﬁmhﬂ@ﬂdﬁmﬂm
othier eotuitiees, ay we Hoemainiaas sie fod the Ceernans, thei the pooble is net di thet
connt, buz o enes. To be eleas, withons mough and elean Jemalation on thin subseer,
oothing will change " The plan exvts, but at still peeds to be adopted o & legndatve
propoal i the pedssmentary warking prowps, but as @ priorty, otheraie we rin the
itk of tahling hills that cutiive the short life of Romanian grormments, sed when a
AEY govriEnenl cami b, evrrything staits all over agsiii,

Another aspect mchided in the ares of syatemic vuloebibites, unanimonaly stated by
respoisdents, comes trough the lack of concordance between the will of the anthoory
and the debbesate viohiton of the qules, Mentamng heie the estriction nposed
dyag thar pedod theoushour the Homapan. wotocy, i ealiny deey did poc work,
.h:wﬁ:lmﬂuhnmunfmmthAﬂm:Fncrmchﬂ:Hhermbn:ﬁn‘
lnmﬂlﬁhp:nq:knfmtnmlmewr Ih:'rq:'d'rh:.lﬂlhme
who fall tnder the loas, evermchere and whthont exception. Yet the pres has showi
hevar asikises have fuogqiently hioken the ndes sithent being beld sceousitable, T quote
fiens che woids of o evpoadent emploved ar e Geonan Embavy: “Hew b thin
possble in & Europesn commiryt In Geomany, if vomething like this happeoed on the
part of an aidme, the entie monapement fom the disctor down m the lax
pepresensative i the beadenlup wnd management stmuctwe wonld sedipn within 34
botizs, It i visagiaable for & sovesign stade o have it proviodes openly vaclated
The press shoved then gnocance, and o whole would watcled the impotence of the
Romantan state”™. Agaimst the backdrop of the dvsfenction betwren low and erality, we
dedoce that bevond the medical coss there is a deep political s sthorty conis. The
Bodmantes  goveriment hat sitheoity pooblems and i bwapable of spplyes aod
extforeing iy lavs
On the lmt point addressed in the internew guide, cespondents offered . different
cpunoes ou appiepian slugons o contel nigation and oo the climination of
undeclapsd wak. Cucte: "Rostanea B 8 pravienes of it 090 toaps. Y ou cxiuset offes thate
set of solunons sod publee polscies s long o the sovecespuay of power and mthedoy i
oot cesobved. Romans v a specisd case i that there we loos, but nobeody enfocces
them." The pghts of Romanians abroad can be successfully pepresented by pressgons
wstindtiom, wach oay e Depunient of Rotwmans Abooad [DWREP), bue ke
coditracts, wicthiss of liiman teaffiekneg. cxplotaton of child bl and other senous
of nolation of Pundementsl Human Righn can ooy be solved br the
Authanty. of the Romapian State, Le. br & soble Palissens and Goresmment, with
elenr powers snd efbewent execution of deciuoms o wny WEHEbo0.

Ancther pespondent i of the opsuon thar “The drifncnoos] wmanon berveens the e
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beie the people amer be callsd to vore and cleadly establish e thee checks and
balaces of powers m the state wock Without a clexr allocation of power, the
Firsdamental imatniticets of the atate ate in codflcr doe to conmstifitional confion
Thewe ace leen, but the constitution does got clearh assgn tesponubahisy and
enforcement 1o whom” Todeed, this prneiple of the e of law cannor be pesolved
politically, cather by plebuscite, so fhe powers of coateol snd lew-making will oot
Presdent sud the Pome Muvser o legibmielr berowen Pabiownt mmd the
Capigmtionsl Cout Another Boe of oplnssn sigacs that: ‘st the toof of the problest i
a lack of elear delimitason of ledlaten bepwesn natensl sovereapiy aad e
appiicaton of Edropean Unson divectives. This can be seen m the bok of
and: comenmy between: the will from Boossels: and nations] will. Evrope oeeds a
the exmmalined powrs of the Undoo and the sational seveceignty of rach Membe S,
Withous sach delinzitation, the Evvopeas matifutioos will pot be shile 1o lamaondse
uﬂwﬂmhl&m:rlﬂmthtipnludﬂimqulﬁﬁ:ibetmrmﬁn,
which e wideniog as time goes by, eod the och conntoes will becoms gcker and the
othens poater”. Any medtation and hammoohation policy of the Ensopean Union is
superflnous. “The effect obtuined 1s the opposte of what i expected: the pap betreen
deh snd poor will deeprn the more you iy o edoce @7 (Suinescn, 2003 26, A
begalizacion of thewe power wuctges can oufr be achieved by o plebiscite of all
Evropean cinzeas. A harmonisaton of senignton legisliton, the nomrenalization of
the nghty of all Evropean ctizens to be weated equally, without discormmation,
wheeve they move to work ln the Eusopenn siea 5 indeed 4 pososity” that the Usvon
st megently addiess

4. Conclusions

.ﬁﬂnhﬂﬁ:ﬁdﬂa“mﬂiﬂ!lmlﬂh&rﬂ.[fﬂddﬂﬂulmtnf!hﬂnm
pereple who used o wedk i other proftmiosal felds bon, havig loat desiz jobs,
peciticed o do something el 1 avnjd sever povesry, Fiom a bicads: pempestive,
ot Romamun who choome to wok aboosd, an vwell as for the Crerman enmmoument,
accept joba that are under qualified cormpared o their troming. On the other b, the
gl o move wawodal wotkeis aroanel Euvsops b a kisel af secogintion af the
umgtace i leedpuig somee wieely of the contusent's cconomy bl motion, Acconding
o the study, the profile of the trpcal Gt and vegeeable pickes b, appooxiamacely,
berween 26 and 53 resn old, with an average basic education, & background as 3 slalled
worker aid » preference for osmdoor wodk Heoowwer, Romanians who go out
seastiual work feel “usappreciated and dissegaded”,
.ﬂlmﬂnbauufﬂ:c&unpﬂnunm.hmlndﬁcmrhmmtﬁmmnd
pﬂq.ﬂu&:mwhumhﬂhrlm'.lmﬁnhﬁﬁ:hﬁm
the welfuze sate b obliged o mke meaniuss fom ccoaomis development s soczl
plotection, casicng & dectnt Brisg for Roamman seascial wodloen

Aften amalyving all the csponses pecerved, there ace two fundamental question o
which answen ar expecied:
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1. Romanis iv facing defficoluss in appiving e lavw, o in other words, the Romanian
of the airposts dunng the lockdonn is 8 vivid example of this, and the tesponsiiniio:
lms been passed from the decnon-mmkers 1o o mosquersde that the medis canglst,
gdicuding vhe shoony of the political power in Romanas. Unad the goreniment
ssaumes 0 the end it powens of contiol and of Daung the pulte prites fo
syaternatically violiting official riles, don] then vwe cinnot extend the subject to
Tl problem of updeclazd werk for Romanian seasonal worken i ot Geemant’s
problem, but Roveand's, viuch i currently incapable of coberence snd capacity o
manage ity o challenges: The compames that iilegally recngt Romanian seasonal
workers are Bomaomn and fall under the exchmner amdicton of Bomanmm lass
and mazhogcr.

I Aoswenng the o moeach quesaom, Romnaaoy m Geomaiy foe a0 awaber of
challerseey stensming fom @ pzaldmede of conaes gl desfinactoons o teoms of
lepalation, gght and cooumsmicadon. With the anmral of the Scholr governmenr,
discrimination ageinst Romanians o the Gemman peesy has decreased, ap well 25
pobincal statenienss, but theee 1 stall a lod of legalative wadk g0 e doie The Romianian
acid German states need 1o strengthen then diplonmte and legalative wes 10 pedince
undeclared work and endure o sutable envivonment that prarantess better working and
pennion copditions for sessonal workess. On the othes hand, the aushosior of the
Romanian state muast be stengthened and dendy assersed in tmes of medscal and
eoopouse o Otheriise, as seeil in the Romomsis arpot cosis, the govemment nisks
being undermined by unenfosced lew and setting a dysfuoctom] poecedent m the
potineal wate.
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