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Abstract

It can be difficult for citizens to discern factually accurate information from mis-
and disinformation. Particularly in the context of the Russian invasion of Ukraine,
the omnipresence of counterfactual narratives, propaganda, and partisan content
may increase the likelihood that citizens select and accept mis -or disinformation.
To assess citizens’ performance in discerning false statements from factually
accurate information on the war, we utilized original survey data across 19
countries (N = 19,037) with soft quotas for age, education, and gender to
approximate population characteristics. Our main findings indicate that people
perform relatively well in discerning factually accurate information from false



