The Interlinkage between Sociology and Politics
in the Approach of Anton Golopentia

for the first time his fundamental concern abour shedding more light on the rela-
tionship between sodology and politics™. Monographic research was supposed to
be a thorough sdenrific tool used to provide informarion abour the Bomanian social and
cconomic reality to the pohitcal leaders of the state. And again for the first time, he
stated the possibility—which became reality with the campaign Identiffcarea Rowdmilor
de la Est de By [Identificanion of Romanians East of the River Bug) (deploved berween

IN A leter sent on 26 August 1936 o Stefania Cristesen, Anton Golopengia voiced

1941 and 1944)—thar sociological research would reveal the poliocal representations
of the population in terms of socal government or the administrative funcricning of
the state.

Such a theory was further developed by Anron Golopentia in his PhID thesis enti-
tled D Information der Staarsfiibrung wnd die dberlicforte Sostofapie [Informarion of
Srare Leadership and Tradinonal Sociology], defended in Germany on 27 November
1936 at the School of Philosophy of Leipzig University™. On thar occasion, Anton
Golopengia produced theoretical arguments in support of his belief, previoushy voiced by
Professor Gusti as well, thar the ultimate mle of the social sciences, which are in a rela-
ton of quasi-interdependence with the political leadership of the state, is o strengthen
one’s own nation”™. Also known as the infarmational science of political reality, sociology
may decisively help render the governmental and administrative performance of the pub-
lic mnstitutions more efficient and betrer performing, by providing professional, rehable
and permanent information about the evolurion of their nations and that of other peo-
ples to the state leadership, so thar the measures the Latrer would evenmally adupt e con-
sonant with the social reality™. As such, sociology should be prospective in narure and
able to produce forecasts™. In order to carry through these duties of pm'ﬂdlng infior-
mation to the state, Anton Golopentia belicved that the many stand-alone insorudons
thar were operating in isolation, such as technical commirtees, study teams, statistical
offices, research departments or reporting services, required better and more efficient
coordination under the umbrella of a single administrative strucmure®.

Parricular attention is paid o the manner in which social science research could
help substantiace the forcign policy decisions. In a survey on the Consrilnetion of Social
Sciences to the Conduct of Foveign Policy, puhlush.cd in the Sociolagie Rowsdneased magazine
in May-June 1936, Anton lmlc:pcrrgunnk the view thar the results of sndological researche
could complete the informanon contained in diplomatic reports or press articles on the
situation of our fellow narionals living outside the country’s borders, as well as the of
neighboring countries or the grear powers™. This theoretical conception developed by
Golopentia about the relarionship berween soaal sciences and the domesric or foreign
policy is also summarized in an artcle—“Reflecriile s indoielile™ cu privire ln gtitngn nagi-
sast vominegty [“BReflecnions and Doubits™ about the Soence of the Romantan Nation|—,
published in May-June 1937 in the Sociolamie Romdneascd magazine, as a reaction to
the crificism concerning the Gustian monographic method induded in fnsemmind socio-
lagece [Socological Notes] (Apnl 1937), under the ntle “Stante Nagienn ™. Reflectis g
fndiviclt asmgpra nedor tnggtative ale Profesorednd 0. Gastd [“The Scence of Nation™. Reflections
and Doubs abour the New Initiatives of Professor D. Gusti] by Dumitm Cristian Amzir”.
In arguing the case of Academician Dimitrie Gust and in support of his abovementioned
theorerical conception. Anton Golopentia poines our that

the purpose of social sciences, of the sciences that concern the communities where man lives, is
to help the leaders of these communities. Thus, to my mind, the purpose of social sciences is [...],
first and foremost, to facilitate the running of one’s own state and people through the information
provided by specialists to the political leaders. Social sciences perform their function by shedding
light, in special researches, on the then current situation and on the evolutionary trends of the
nation, both at domestic level and in relation with either hostile or friendly nations 28 .



