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xi



xii Contents

10 Peacebuilding in the OSCE Region: An Analysis 
of the Juxtaposition Between the Conflict Prevention Centre 
with the United Nations Peacebuilding Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 153 
Ulviyye Sanili Aydin 

11 Women’s Transformative Power in the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Conflict . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 163 
Claudia Ditel 

12 Gender Equality, Women’s Rights and Neo-traditionalism: 
The Case of Kyrgyzstan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179 
Asylai Akisheva 

13 Ending Gender-Based Violence in Kyrgyzstan: Reflections 
on the Spotlight Initiative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 201 
Aliia Maralbaeva and Chiara Pierobon 

14 From Social Media to Social Change: Online Platforms’ 
Impact on Kazakhstan’s Feminist and Civil Activisms . . . . . . . . . . . . 217 
Anaita Azizi 

15 The Role of Teahouses in Central Asia: A Case Study 
of the Ferghana Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 229 
Ryan Schweitzer 

Part II Special Section—China’s Belt and Road Initiative: A 
Curse or a Blessing for Democracy in Eurasia? 

16 China’s Belt and Road Initiative: Curse or Blessing 
for Democracy in Eurasia? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 245 
Anja Mihr and Brigitte Weiffen 

17 An Overview of China’s Belt and Road Initiative and Its 
Development Since 2013 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255 
Dana Rice 

18 Official Visions of Democracy in Xi Jinping’s China . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 267 
Heike Holbig 

19 Varieties of Authoritarianism in Eurasia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279 
Edward Schatz 

20 The Belt and Road Initiative and Sustainable Urban 
Development in Central Asia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 291 
Artem Dankov 

21 Perceptions of Chinese Investments in Kyrgyzstan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 299 
Ilya Jones



Contents xiii

22 Opportunities and Risks from the Belt and Road Initiative 
in Ukraine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 313 
Yurii Poita 

23 Chinese Linkage and Democracy in Pakistan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 329 
G. van der Zwan 

24 Democracy and Human Rights in the Context of the Belt 
and Road Initiative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 345 
Marketa Jerabek 

25 The Belt and Road Initiative and Autocracy Promotion 
as Elements of China’s Grand Strategy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 361 
Henoch Gabriel Mandelbaum and Brigitte Weiffen 

26 European democracy’s Response to the BRI . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 375 
Anja Mihr 

Part III Future Research and Debates 

27 Balkanization Instead of Eurasianism: Fragmented 
Technological Governance Across the OSCE Domain and Its 
Implications . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 395 
Tobias Burgers 

28 Exploring Heritage Diplomacy: The Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) an the Western Balkans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 405 
Erman Akilli


