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Abstract

There are crucial implications for the Intelligence Community as it navigates the evolving landscape of
modern information warfare. This study reveals a critical gap between expert perceptions and public
attitudes, particularly in Romania, where citizens' understanding of the new information warfare, pro-
Russian narratives, and Western alliances diverge significantly from expert analysis. Intelligence agencies
need to improve their ability to monitor and counter disinformation by understanding the sociopolitical
and information environments that adversaries exploit, particularly in the context of pro-Russian and anti-
Western propaganda. These efforts must account for the broader rise of illiberalism, which leverages

ultranationalism, religion, and conservative values to fuel anti-Western and antiestablishment sentiments.
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