‘Corstitutional Political Ecomamy [2005) 30261 -281
hitpes 2 doil oeg. 101007 51 0602-019-02272-1

ORIGINAL PAPER
=
| upmaan

Collective choice in Aristotle
Adrian Miroiu'® - Catalin Partenie’

Publsshed online: 30 May 20159
D Springer Science-HBusiness Misdia, LLC, part of Sprimger Nature 200%

Abstract

In his Politics W1 3, 1318a—b. Anstotle discusses constitutional procedures for
achicving justice in a socicty where its classes have different views on it. He ana-
Iyzes the case of a socicty consisting in two groups, the poor and the rich, each hold-
ing a specific understanding of justice (democratic or oligarchic). In this paper we
give, first. a non-formal summary of this section of Politics. Then we approach it
in the framework of social choice theory and argue that a social rule for selecting
between altermatives may be extracted from it. As Aristotle argeed. this rule is con-
sistent with the views on justice and equality of the supporters of both democracy
and oligarchy. Finally, we study its properties, as well as some extensions of it when
multiple classes are allowed or more than teo alternatives are prescnt.
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1 Aristotle’s Politics V1 3, 1317a-1318b

At the beginning of Book W1 of his Politics, after having discussed varniouws kinds of
oconstitutions, Arstotle ums o “the fundamental principles. character, and aims of
the variows kinds of democracy™ (1317a 35-39). What he claims there can fairly
be summarized as follows. The goal of a democratic constitution is freedom (1317b
1-15; cf. also 1317a 40),. and in a free soceety each one “lives as one hkes™ (1317h
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