CONTENTS

Introduction: A Policy-Focused Approach
Martin Laffin, Ellen Wayenberg, Sabine Kuhlmann, and
Tomas Bergstrom

Local Government in England: An Existential Crisis?
Martin Laffin and Patrick Diamond

Towards Place-Sensitive Crisis Management? Pandemic
Policies in Five Nordic Countries
Harald Baldersheim and Are Vegard Haug

Intergovernmental Relations in Flanders: What Can Be
Learned from the Financial Support to Flemish Local
Governments During COVID-19?

Benjamin Descamps and Carine Smolders

Inter-administrative Relations in Migrant Integration:
France, Germany, and Sweden Compared
Franziska Oehlert and Sabine Kuhlmann

19

37

59

77

vii



viil

10

11

CONTENTS

Intergovernmental Relations and Refugee Language
Training in Finland and Sweden: A Conflicted Policy
Process

Daniel Rauhut and Pekka Kettunen

Supportive or Destructive? Intergovernmental Relations
During Refugee Crisis in Poland from Local
Governments’ Perspective

Dominika Wojtowicz

Intergovernmental Relations in Urban Climate Policy:
How Berlin and Paris Formulate and Implement Climate
Strategies

Tomas Vellani, Franziska Ochlert, and Janina Walkenhorst

Intergovernmental Relations in Digitalization Policy:
German Tax Administration Between Centralization and
Decentralization

Liz Marla Wehmeier

Building Digital Capacity in the Face of Crisis: Exploring
the Impact of Municipal Amalgamations in an
Intergovernmental Context

Inke Torfs and Ellen Wayenberg

Conclusions: Intergovernmental Relations: Merits and
Limits of the Policy-Focused Approach

Ellen Wayenberg, Sabine Kuhlmann, Martin Laffin, and
Tomas Bergstrom

103

121

143

163

187

207



